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“Water Margin "is one of the Four Greatest Classical

Novels of China, created by Shi Nai'an during the late Yuan and early Ming

dynasties and organized by Luo Guanzhong. This work is not only the first episodic
novel written in vernacular Chinese in Chinese history, but also the pinnacle of

ancient Chinese literature, exerting a profound influence on future generations.

The Water Margin "is set in the late Northern Song Dynasty and tells the story of
108 heroes led by Song Jiang who gathered in Liangshan, Shandong to resist the
corrupt court. The whole book, through vivid storylines and distinct character
images, profoundly reveals various contradictions in society at that time, praises
the rebellious spirit of heroes, and also reveals the internal reasons for the failure of

the uprising.

In terms of character portrayal, "Water Margin" has created numerous vivid hero
images. Like the loyalty and righteousness of Song Jiang in "Timely Rain", the wit of
Wu Yong in "Smart Star", the boldness of Lu Zhishen in "Flower Monk", and the
bravery of Lin Chong in "Leopard Head", each character has a distinct personality
and is impressive. These character images not only have distinct characteristics of

the times, but also reflect the author's profound insight into human nature.
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The artistic achievement of "Water Margin" is mainly reflected in its use of
vernacular Chinese. As the earliest episodic novel written in vernacular Chinese in
Chinese history, "Water Margin" paved the way for vernacular episodic novels and
provided a model for future novel creation. Its language is lively and vivid, retaining
the natural fluency of spoken language while being carefully refined to form a

unique literary style.

In terms of plot arrangement, "Water Margin" is good at creating suspense, setting
foreshadowing, making the story interconnected and fascinating. Classic plots such

as "Taking the Birth Date Plan with Wisdom" and "Three Strikes at Zhujiazhuang”



not only showcase the characters' wisdom and courage, but also demonstrate the

author's superb narrative skills.

The Water Margin has had a profound impact on later literature and culture. In
terms of literature, it pioneered the heroic legendary novel and provided rich
materials and artistic experience for the creation of martial arts novels and
historical novels in later generations. In terms of culture, the heroic image and
social contradictions reflected in "Water Margin" have become important criteria
for later generations to judge right from wrong and good from evil, influencing the

values and worldview of the Chinese people.
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However, "Water Margin" has also been banned and destroyed multiple times due
to its content involving rebellion against the court and mass uprisings. From the
Chongzhen period of the Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty, "Water
Margin" was a banned book, reflecting the fear and apprehension of feudal rulers
towards this work.

Nevertheless, the value and influence of 'Water Margin' have not diminished as a



result. It is not only a treasure of ancient Chinese literature, but also a treasure trove
of world literature. Its profound ideological connotation and exquisite artistic
achievements have made it an indelible classic in the history of Chinese literature,

and it still has important research and reading value today.
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Water Margin "is a novel written by the late Yuan and early Ming dynasty writer Shi
Nai'an, and is generally considered one of the Four Great Classical Novels of
China. The novel is set in the late Northern Song Dynasty and tells the story of 108
heroes from Liangshan, led by Song Jiang, who resist the corrupt court.

main content

The novel depicts the uprising process of the heroes in Liangshan, showcasing their
entire journey from gathering, resisting, to ultimately surrendering. In the story, 108

brave men gathered at Shuiboliang Mountain due to government oppression and


https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348
https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0/348

engaged in a struggle to uphold the principles of heaven. The novel not only
depicts their heroic deeds, but also profoundly reveals the social roots of the
uprising and the internal reasons for its failure. The first 70 chapters mainly criticize
the corruption and cruelty of the ruling class, while the last 70 chapters describe the
wars and internal struggles after being pacified, reflecting the contradictions

between loyal and treacherous officials.
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Author and creative background

Shi Nai'an (1296-1370) resigned from his official position and returned to his
hometown in the late Yuan Dynasty to seek justice for the poor. Later, he
participated in Zhang Shicheng's uprising and accumulated rich social experience,
which provided material for the creation of "Water Margin". After years of oral
transmission and literary additions and deletions, the novel ultimately formed the

version we see today.
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Social Impact

The Water Margin has had a profound influence in the history of Chinese literature,
pioneering the genre of vernacular novels and becoming a model for later novel
creation. It is not only widely circulated in China, but also translated into multiple
languages, influencing narrative literature in East Asia. The character images in
novels, such as Wu Song and Lu Zhishen, have become classic symbols in Chinese
culture and are still widely quoted and adapted today.

In short, "Water Margin" is not only a wonderful literary work, but also an epic that
deeply reflects on social contradictions and human nature, and is worthy of

in-depth reading and research.
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Analysis of the main plot and character images in "Water Margin"

1. Overview of the main storyline

The Water Margin, also known as the Loyalty and Righteousness Water Margin, is
one of the Four Great Classical Novels of ancient China, compiled by Shi Nai‘an
during the late Yuan and early Ming dynasties. The whole book revolves around the
uprising of 108 heroes led by Song Jiang against corrupt rule. Through a series of
thrilling storylines, it showcases the darkness and injustice of society in the late
Northern Song Dynasty, as well as the people’s thirst for justice and freedom.
Taking the Birth Plan by Strategy: Yang Zhi escorted the Birth Plan (a priceless
treasure of gold and silver) to Liang Zhongshu, and encountered a team of seven
people including Chao Gai and Wu Yong on the way. They used weather changes,
internal conflicts, and other means to successfully seize the birth chart, which
became an important opportunity for Liangshan Bo to gather together for
righteousness.

Lin Chong went to Liangshan on a snowy night: Lin Chong was originally the leader
of the 800000 strong Imperial Guard in Dong Jing, but was sent to Cangzhou for
being framed by Gao Qiu. Almost killed by a tolerance in the Wild Boar Forest,

fortunately saved by Lu Zhishen. Later, he was set on fire and ambushed by Lu Qian



and others in the grass field. Unable to bear it any longer, Lin Chong killed his
enemy and fled to Liangshan on a snowy night.

Wu Song Beats the Tiger: Wu Song returned to his hometown to visit his elder
brother. While passing through Jingyanggang, he got drunk and killed a tiger that
posed a threat to the village, eliminating harm to the people and earning the
nickname of "Hero Who Beats the Tiger". Later, after his sister-in-law Pan Jinlian
committed adultery with Ximen Qing and conspired to kill his brother Wu
Dalang, Wu Song became angry and killed his sister-in-law for revenge. In the
end, he was also forced to go to Liangshan.

San Da Zhu Jia Zhuang: In order to expand his influence, Song Jiang decided to
attack Zhu Jia Zhuang. The first two attempts failed due to a lack of intelligence and
tactical errors, but the third attempt successfully captured Zhujiazhuang through
the insider strategy of Sun Li and others, not only enhancing the strength of
Liangshan, but also subduing many heroes.

Recruiting and Conquering Liao: After accepting the imperial court's surrender,
Song Jiang led the heroes of Liangshan to participate in battles such as quelling the
Fangla Uprising and conquering Liao. Although he made great military
achievements, many of his brothers also sacrificed in the war. In the end, most of
the heroes of Liangshan scattered everywhere, some retiring to the mountains and

forests, and some continuing to serve as officials.
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Song Jiang, known as "Rain of Timely Aid" and "Hulao Yisheng," was a man of
righteousness who was generous with his wealth and skilled at befriending heroes
and chivalrous figures. He was both the leader of the Liangshan uprising and a key
figure in advocating for amnesty. Song Jiang's character was complex and
multifaceted, embodying both loyalty to the imperial court and a deep sympathy
for the common people. His leadership and personal charisma helped expand the
Liangshan forces, but his excessive reliance on the amnesty route led to numerous

tragedies.
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Wu Song: Bravery and fearlessness, hatred for evil, he is one of the most
charismatic characters in *Water Margin*. Possessing extraordinary martial skills, he
also upholds unwavering moral convictions. From hero slaying the tiger to
avenging his brother and opposing amnesty, Wu Song's actions consistently

adhere to his principles and beliefs.
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Lin Chong: Once a loyal official within the system, he was driven to rebellion by the



persecution of the powerful. His character undergoes a transformation from
endurance to outburst, and his story reflects the injustices of society and the

helplessness of individual fate.
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Lu Zhishen: Open minded and cheerful, not bound by formalities, he is one of the
few true monks among the heroes of Liangshan. He is known for his immense
strength and compassion, repeatedly rescuing the weak. The image of Lu Zhishen
embodies the Buddhist concept of "putting down the butcher's knife and
becoming a Buddha on the ground”, and also showcases the kindness and radiance

of human nature.
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Li Kui: He has a straightforward personality, is brave and fearless, and is a loyal
follower of Song Jiang. He was loyal to Song Jiang and even sacrificed his life to
protect his interests. However, Li Kui's rudeness and impulsiveness often caused
trouble for himself and Liangshan. His image symbolizes the simple pursuit of

power and justice among the people.
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Character Image Analysis

Song Jiang: "Timely Rain" and "Call for Righteousness". He is known for his
generosity and generosity, and is skilled at making friends with heroes and heroines.
He was both the leader of the Liangshan Uprising and a key figure in promoting
surrender. The image of Song Jiang is complex and multifaceted, with both the idea
of loyalty to the monarch and serving the country, as well as sympathy and care for
the lower class people. His leadership skills and charismatic personality have
continuously strengthened the Liangshan team, but also led to many tragedies due
to excessive reliance on the recruitment route.

Wu Song: Heroic and fearless, jealous of evil like enemies, he is one of the most
charismatic characters in Water Margin. He not only has extraordinary martial arts

skills, but also a firm moral belief. From being a hero fighting tigers to seeking



revenge for his brother, to opposing surrender, Wu Song's actions have always
followed his own principles and beliefs.

Lin Chong: Once a loyal official within the system, he embarked on the path of
resistance due to persecution by the powerful. Lin Chong's personality has
undergone a transformation from forbearance to outburst, and his story reflects
the injustice of society and the helplessness of personal fate.

Lu Zhishen: Open minded and cheerful, not bound by formalities, he is one of the
few true monks among the heroes of Liangshan. He is known for his immense
strength and compassion, repeatedly rescuing the weak. The image of Lu Zhishen
embodies the Buddhist concept of "putting down the butcher's knife and
becoming a Buddha on the ground”, and also showcases the kindness and radiance
of human nature.

Li Kui: He has a straightforward personality, is brave and fearless, and is a loyal
follower of Song Jiang. He was loyal to Song Jiang and even sacrificed his life to
protect his interests. However, Li Kui's rudeness and impulsiveness often caused
trouble for himself and Liangshan. His image symbolizes the simple pursuit of
power and justice among the people.

In summary, "Water Margin" not only provides readers with the pleasure of reading
with its rich character images and dramatic plot, but also profoundly reveals the

various drawbacks of feudal society and the complexity of human nature.



